
President's letter  

 

Whew!....   we just have a minute to take a breath and let you know about all of the 
things that have been going on in the Greenway Network!   I love being part of this 
small but mighty all volunteer gang who can do the most amazing things on a shoe-
string.  But the real heart of everything we do are the volunteers who come out no 

matter what the weather is, get dirty, pick up trash or plant trees and then ask to come 
back tomorrow.   
 

This was never brought home to me as clearly as it was on April 2 during Mission: Clean 
Stream .  I started the morning out at Cora Island with Tim 
Haller from the US Fish and Wildlife Service, Charlie 

Perkins from Soil and Water Conservation District, 
Larry Ruff and Dave Hartman from Greenway and 
about 20 volunteers .  These folks came prepared to work 

and work they did!   From Cora Island I drove across the 
county to check in on a couple 
other sites.  Everywhere I went I 

saw people in green or orange 
M:CS t-shirts working hard.   Even 
when I didn't see people I saw 

Stream Team mesh bags lined up 
along the way waiting to be picked up by the municipalities or by St 
Charles County.  John Reeves was out with the folks in the City of St 

Charles.  The St Peters volunteers were busy working with Amy Had-
dock . By the time I caught up with Lindsay Jones and Rob Mosby  in 
Cottleville I could hardly believe my eyes.  They had the most volunteers 

they have ever had.  There were volunteers everywhere.  Michelle 
Greminger had a big turnout in O'Fallon as did Kim Clark and Jeff Amelong in Dardenne 

Praire.  Everywhere I went I saw 

happy people and piles of trash that 
would no longer wash down-
stream.   

 
By the time I 
made it out 
to Rotary 

Park in 
Wentzville where Jamie Paige (Wentzville), Maria Conte   and Steve 
Probst (Lake St Louis) and Thersa Dunlap (Soil and Water) along with 

yet more amazing volunteers were serving a lunch donated by Walmart  to 
something like 300 people.  And to top it all off, Ralph Rollins had arranged 
for Heath Wells and Dave Teson of Cee Kay, Max Mulholland of Far 

Creek Forge and Courtney Hamann to make Stream Trash ART.  Wow.  Thank you everyone .   
 
And now that we have caught our breath it is off to the races.   Really!  The Race for the Rivers 

Races.  Three paddle races, two Katy Trail bike rides , amazing pledge leader prizes (a paddle 
hand carved by R4R veteran Bob Parr for the paddle pledges and a bicycle for the ride pledges) and 
festival that is bigger and better than ever!   There are lots of ways for you to get involved.   See you 

on the River. ð Charlene  
 

Itôs Coming! 

And it is going to be bigger and better than ever!  Aug 27th and 28Th will witness the 5th Annual 

Race for The Rivers with a significant new addition.  Trailnet  is partnering with Greenway Network 
to offer the Ride for the Rivers .  The Ride will begin at Frontier Park in St. Charles at the site of 

the R4R Festival.  People are already signing up for the river races and we expect about 200 riders.  
For the festival, we have a professional emcee, 4 bands, beer, food from Donôs Kool Kups 
Cafe, Kona Ice, Alpine Shop  and many other attractions already signed up.  Frontier Park is going 

to be a rockinô place!  Sponsors include Thought Process Interactive, Great Rivers Greenway, 
Walmart, Lewis Boats, Mitchell James Salon You can learn all about it at our new website at 
www.racefortherivers.org. 
 

Dardenne Creek Monitoring Day   

On May 1st, Joan Twillman, Terri Locke, Jessica Rowe, Larry Ruff, Donna 
Malkmus (Francis Howell North), Kim Garbs (Fort Zumwalt North) and 
8 students from Donna and Kimôs classes got their feet wet doing chemical 

monitoring on 19 of 20 Dardenne Creek sites.  The HWY B site was flooded.  Re-
sults were sent to the Missouri Stream Team.   This is an annual event spon-
sored by Greenway Network. 
 

Barat Academy  
Barat Academy Students have volunteered to assist Greenway Network on Wednesdays in April 

and May.  They have accomplished a great deal.  They helped us clean Ellis 

Island at the Riverlands Migratory Bird Sanctuary in North St. Charles 

County close to the Melvin Price Lock and Dam. 

They also assisted us in clearing bush honeysuckle and planted trees at the 
parks in Wentzville.  And they also helped us monitor Peruque Creek for 
macros and water quality.  So far in 2011, Barat Academy Service Learning 

students marked 265 storm drains and distributed 798 pollution prevention 
brochures at 
eight 

neighbor-
hoods in Wentzville.  Students also 
planted a total of 275 tree seedlings at 

Rotary and Progress Parks and the Bro-
ken Rock stormwater project to prevent 
erosion and improve water quality.   An-

other 600 wetland plants were placed 
around Community Lake at Rotary Park 
to create habitat and prevent shoreline 

erosion.   
 

Beaufort Elementary  

Larry Ruff and Darlene Haun of Greenway Network traveled to Beaufort Elementary School on 
Friday May 6th to teach students about watershed protection and water quality monitoring.   Four 
sets of approximately 25 fifth and sixth grade students assisted Larry and Darlene in catching 

and identifying macro-invertebrates from Jordan Branch Creek to deter-
mine the stream's water quality.    
 

Students were thrilled to see such a variety of critters living in the small 
creek. Crayfish, mayfly nymphs, caddis fly larvae, stonefly nymphs, crane 
fly larvae, dragonfly nymphs, aquatic worms, black fly larvae, midge lar-

vae and pouch snails were identified and released back into the 
creek.  The stream water was rated "good" according the the Missouri 
Stream Team water quality rating system. 
 

Back in the classroom, Larry, Darlene and the now "experienced" bug collectors shared their accom-
plishments with 1st, 2nd, 3rd,and 4th grade students in two 
more sessions. The teachers were impressed at how much the 

older students learned and were able to pass on to the 
younger children. All 170+ students were able to see pre-
served specimens as examples of what had been found in Jor-

dan Branch. 
 
We want to thank music teacher Sheila Baer for inviting us to 

take part in their annual Outdoor Day.   We also thank the Mis-
souri Stream Team and the Missouri Stream Team Watershed 
Coalition for supplies and the educational banner used. 

 
If you would like a Greenway representative to come and give a water quality presentation for your 

classroom let us know. 

 

Mission Clean Stream  
Mission Clean Stream 2011 was a gorgeous day!  We had some of the BEST weather ever recorded 

on the day of this event.  The weather wasnôt the only thing breaking 
records around here.  The Missouri Department of Conservation has 
told us that this was one of the largest single day clean ups in the last 

20 years!  Congrats to all of our volunteers!  

This year we had the pleasure of having seven municipalities partici-

pate in our clean up event.  Cottleville, Dardenne Prairie, Lake St 
Louis, St Charles, St Peters, OôFallon and Wentzville cities all partici-

pated.  It is wonderful to have so many municipalities represented.  

Mission Clean Stream 2011: By the Numbers  

 

The numbers arenôt the whole story, although they are impressive!  One of the most interesting parts 
of Mission Clean Stream is seeing just WHAT was pulled out of our creeks and streams.  This year we 
had a sunken inflatable raft, a microwave, an intact $5 bill, a huge area rug, a few bikes, a full box of 

bullets, a pregnancy test and a moonshine bottle (these last three were not all 

found in the same area).  

Such an important day could not have been pulled off without the support of 

some very special individuals.  Greenway Network would like to thank the fol-

lowing groups and individuals for their help with Mission Clean Stream Event:  

Dardenne Prairie Park and Recreation Commission, Alderman Mike 

Conroy and Alderman Bob Menichino, Building Inspector Jeff 

Amelong, City Administrator Brad Turvey, Administrative Assistant 

Barb Courtney, City Clerk Kim Clark, Brian Faust, Eric Allmon and Kurt 

Rakers.  

Earth Day ðGM 

The Greenway Network was thrilled to participate in the GM Wentzville plant's first ever Earth Day 
celebration on April 16.  It was a very cold blustery, OK, it was a 

downright windy day.   And yet many people came out to see the 
various displays and vendors talking 
about ways to make our planet a 

greener place.  The GN team brought 
some macro invertebrates to view and 
was all set to do some sunpainting, 

but the sun just wouldn't cooperate.    Congrats to Kelly Peters and 

the rest of the GM crew  for putting together such a fantastic event.  

Earth Day STL  
 
We had so many visitors to our booth we almost 

ran out of fabric for them to paint.   What a 
great day!  Sunpainting!   Sun!  Fabulous 
neighbors in the nature neighborhood! The 

most awesome volunteers anywhere!   

 

New Board Member  

The Greenway family is very happy to announce an old addition.  Greg Poleski , one of our founding 

fathers is now retired (yay!) and has enthusiastically rejoined our board (double yay!)  We would tell 
you about all of his activities, but it is hard to catch him and or get him to slow 

down enough to be able to talk with him.  Welcome back, Greg!  

It is that time of year again we hope you can renew your membership or you are 
interested in becoming a member.  Please go to www.greenwaynetwork.org/

get - involved.php .   If you received this newsletter via email, you can simply 
click the Greenway ñstampò in the header.  Renewing or joining is a quick and 
easy process that wonôt dent your wallet too much.  All of your money goes into 

our projects.  Greenway workers are volunteers.  Thanks for your attention and participation!  

Volunteers  Trash Collected  Metal Collected  Tires Recycled  Environmental Impact  

1,012 individuals  25,000+ lbs  1615+ lbs  133  Immeasurable  

Greenway Network is a grassroots volunteer based organization.  Our mission is to conserve natural resources,  encourage sound 

management of the watersheds and protect the quality of life for the residents of the greater St. Louis area. 

 

e-mail: greenwaynetwork@gmail.com; tel: 636-498-0772; mail:  215 Indacom Drive, St. Peters, MO 63376                                             

How to remove yourself from the list: : greenwaynetwork@gmail.com ; EarthShare Federal Campaign Number:66328 
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